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DISCOURSE BY BISHOP ORSON F. WHITNEY. 


TuHE following discourse on tithes and offerings was delivered by Bishop 
Orson F. Whitney in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, 
November 12, 1893: 


_ Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when 
he appeareth? for he is like a retiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap: 

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the 
Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation. 

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it. 

For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch. 

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
— aotng in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of 

e stall. 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto 
him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 


| 
| 


- neglect by the people of the law of Moses, God would destroy the city of 
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—— I will send you ~>« the Prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord: : 

And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse.—MALACHI iii: 1—4, 8, 9, 10 and 4: 1, 2, 4, 6. 


These words were uttered by a Prophet of God, about four hundred 
years before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh. They were 
spoken to the Jews by Malachi, the last of the Old Testament Prophets, 
after whose time the voice of prophecy was hushed and remained still 
until the advent of John the Baptist, heralding the coming of one might- 
ier, even the Lord our Savior. I presume that many Christian scholars, 
perhaps most of them, would take the ground that these predictions have 
been fulfilled; that they were fulfilled when Christ came; that that was 
the “rising of the Sun of righteousness” of which the Prophet speaks. 
But the Latter-day Saints have been taught to believe, and we hold, that 
these predictions are applicable to our own day, and that they have not 
yet been fulfilled to the uttermost. In some particular, doubtless, they 
have been, but the great fulfillment is yet to come. 

It will perhaps be well for us to inquire a little into the circumstances 
under which these words were spoken. Six hundred years before the birth 
of our Savior, there came various Prophets speaking to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, telling them that that great city was about to be destroyed. 
Jeremiah the Prophet spoke thus. He told his countrymen that because 
of their transgressions, because of the profaning of the Sabbath, and the 


Jerusalem and carry away captive its inhabitants; that He had raised up 
a great man named Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, into whose 
hands He had committed all the nations of the earth. Jeremiah counseled 
his people to bend their necks to the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar, and _ pro- 
mised them that if they did so, it should be well with them. He told them 
that if they trusted in the power of Egypt—for there was an Egyptian 
party in Jerusalem, who thought it more advantageous that the Jews 
should form an alliance with that nation—they would lean upon a broken 
reed, and that it would be better for them to submit to Nebuchadnezzar. 
He predicted that they would serve him for seventy years, until the land 
which they had desecrated by their transgressions, by refusing to let it 
rest every seventh year, should have enjoyed its Sabbaths, and then they 
would be permitted to return. Another Prophet who had preceded Jere-. 
miah—the great Isaiah—also referred to this captivity, and he named the 
man whom God would raise up to proclaim deliverance to His people, that 
they might re-occupy their land after the seventy years were accomplished. 
The Lord, through Isaiah, called this man Cyrus, His “Shepherd,” His 
“Anointed,” “whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before 
him,” and said that He had commanded him to rebuild the Temple ai 
Jerusalem. We are told that there were divers Prophets who predicted 
these or similar things to that disobedient and stiff-necked people. Among 
them was a Prophet named Lehi, who was a cotemporary of Jeremiah. 
He was warned in a dream of the destruction of Jerusalem, and told to 
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take his family and depart into the wilderness, and God would lead him 
unto a chosen land. He did so, taking the records of his fathers (for 
he was a descendant of Joseph through Manasseh) with tents and pro- 
visions for his family and a few others, and they sojourned for some years 
in the wilderness of Arabia. On the shores of the Persian Gulf they con- 
structed ships, by commandment of God, crossed the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans and landed on the coast of the country now called Chile in South 
America. The Book of Mormon is a history of the descendants of Lehi. 
This Prophet lived at the time when Jeremiah predicted the destruction 
of Jerusalem. 

A few years later this terrible prediction was fulfilled. Nebuchadnezzar 
came against the city, besieged and captured it. He desolated the land, 
for the Jews had formed an alliance with the king of Egypt and had not 
hearkened to Jeremiah’s words, and they were carried away into captivity, 
and served the king of Babylon seventy years. After that period was 
accomplished, God inspired Cyrus, the conqueror of Babylon, who now 
bore sway over the world as the head of the Medo-Persian empire, to pro- 
claim deliverance to the Jews and give all who desired it the privilege of 
going up to the land of Judea to rebuild the waste places of Jerusalem. 
It is said that forty-two thousand, under the leadership of two great men 
named Zerubbabel and Joshua, took advantage of this offer and returned 
to their country, and began to rebuild and re-inhabit the places which had 
been desolate for so long. But the work languished, for they were sur- 
rounded by people who were foreign to them in spirit, in motive, in laws 
and customs. The men of Edom were there, the descendants of Esau. 
They had encroached, during the years of the captivity, upon lands for- 
merly occupied by the Jews, and retired reluctantly, even at the command 
of Cyrus, to give place to the returning captives. Other nations were 
also there to sow the seeds of dissension, of jealousy and strife, among the 
members of this colony, which had gone up full of zeal and enthusiasm to 
re-inhabit their ancient land, to rebuild the temple of God, and renew the 
worship of Jehovah. Even in the days of Cyrus, who was a friend to the 
Jews, the neighboring nations incited the Persian governor to report to 
that monarch that it would be impolitic and dangerous to permit these 
people who had created so much trouble in former years for the kings of 
Assyria and Babylon to rebuild the city and temple of their God. These 
conspirators succeeded so well that Cyrus forbade the Jews to continue, 
and for the last seven years of his reign the work of rebuilding Jerusalem 
ceased. In the reign of his successor, Cambyses, they were not permitted 
to resume it; but in the days of another king, Darius Hystaspis—who was 
a second Cyrus to the Jews—the temple was finished and dedicated. But 
it was not until two other great men, Ezra and Nehemiah, had come 
from Babylon by permission of its king, that the work upon the walls 
of the city was entirely accomplished. Nehemiah was the cupbearer of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, and it was under him and due mostly to his 
heroic efforts that the labor was finally completed. Having instituted 
the law of Moses again, and established that custom which prevailed in 
the days of our Savior of reading the law in public, he returned to Baby- 
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lon. But the Jews were a backsliding people. They needed to be con- 
stantly reminded of the duties they owed to their God; and notwith- 
standing the punishments they had received for their neglect and trans- 
gressions, they fell away again. The worship of Jehovah languished, the 
paying of tithing ceased, and the Priesthood, not being supported any 
longer by the people, could not continue to serve in the temple, but were 
compelled to go out into the fields and earn their bread, letting the work 
of the Lord take care of itself. It was this state of things, with other 
evils, that brought forth the last of the Old Testament Prophets. The 
sins which he denounced so strenuously were prevalent when he came, 
four hundred years before the birth of the Savior. 

You will observe that Malachi laid great stress upon the principle of 
tithing and upon the principle of offerings for the support of the Priest- 
hood while they officiated in the temple and doubtless for the expenses of 
the temple, and, perhaps, for the rebuilding of the city. He is believed to 
have been cotemporary with Nehemiah, who was directing that important 
labor. So urgent was he in showing the people the necessity for observing 
these things, in order that heaven might continue to smile upon them, 
that their enemies might not again come upon them and carry them into 
captivity, in ordér that Jerusalem might stand upon her feet and remain 
free unto the coming of her King, for whose earthly advent Abraham and 
his posterity had been chosen as a peculiar people, a select lineage, and 
commanded to remain distinct and not allow themselves to be seduced 
from their allegiance to Jehovah, or to neglect in any particular the laws 
which He had given them—so urgent was Malachi, so much in earnest, 
that he pleaded with the people in these words: “Will a man rob God?” 
Probably there were some among them who said: “No, not if he knows 
it.” Not if he knew he was stealing from the Almighty would any Jew 
dare do such a thing. “Yet ye have robbed me,” said the prophet, speak- 
ing in the name of the Lord. “But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?” 
Doubtless they were thunderstruck when he told them that it was in 
withholding the tithes and offerings which should be paid into the store- 
house of the Lord, that there might be meat in His house, and means to 
carry on the work which He had instituted. After seventy years of exile, 
sorrow and suffering, He had permitted them to return for this purpose, 
and now to neglect it again, and cause the worship of Jehovah in his holy 
temple to cease, because His servants, not being supported according to 
the law which He had given, were compelled to go into the fields and dig 
for themselves, and slight the sacred duties of their calling! 

The law of tithing was no new thing to the Jewish people. As early as 
the times of Abraham, he, the head of the house of Israel, paid tithes to 
Melchisedek, after whom the High Priesthood was named. Abraham, 
returning from the slaughter of the kings, gave him tithes of all he 
possessed, in order that he might be sanctified by that law, and receive in 
return a spiritual blessing from Melchisedek, who was his superior; for, as 
Paul reasons, it is the lesser who is blessed of the greater, and consider, says 
he, “how great this man was, unto whom the Patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils.” We are shown, in reading the scriptures, how God in- 
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stituted this law while His people were wandering in the wilderness in the 
days of Moses. After He had called him up into the Mount and given 
him the Decalogue, the ten commandments, He instructed him as to how 
he should organize the Priesthood. It seems that it had been the original 
design to take the first-born of the house of Israel, who were spared on 
the night when the angel of death passed over the children of Israel and 
slew the first-born of the Egyptians, and make of them a Priesthood to 
minister for the rest of the tribes; but owing to a great sin which was 
committed while Moses was in the Mount, when Aaron made the golden 
calf and the people bowed down and worshipped it—one of the false gods 
of Egypt—the Almighty changed His purpose, if we may say so, and chose 
the tribe of Levi, to which Moses himself belonged, and set them apart as 
His Priesthood, with Aaron and his sons as Priests and Moses as Prophet 
and mouthpiece unto them. It was at this time—fifteen hundred years 
before the coming of the Savior—that the law of tithing was re-instituted. 
The Levites were to have the special care of the tabernacle and its appurt- 
enances; the Priests were to bear the sacred ark upon their shoulders, and 
to officiate at the altar, and no man was to have this right, except he was 
a Priest, “called of God as was Aaron.” Men were smitten with death 
because they presumed to act in the Priest’s office without having been 
ordained thereto. Because these spiritual labors engrossed their time, and 
because it would have rendered them unworthy to bear the sacred vessels 
and officiate as a Priesthood if they had engaged too much in secular 
pursuits, the law of tithing was instituted. All the other tribes of Israel 
were tithed for the sustenance of this one tribe, in order that God’s Priest- 
hood might be properly supported while they officiated before Him. This 
was the purpose of the law in that day. The law prevailed all down the 
centuries, and though it was often neglected, and had to be re-established 
with many warnings and admonitions, yet it continued to be a statute, 
and when Malachi came he spoke strongly upon this point, telling the 
people that if they did not observe the law they would rob the Almighty 
of what was His due. In the 13th and 14th verses of the first chapter of 
the prophecy he denounces also the practices of those who vainly sought 
to deceive the Lord by bringing that which was torn and lame and sick— 
in other words, those who paid their tithing with the worstlings instead 
of the firstlings of their flocks. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


NETHERLANDS CONFERENCE. 


Tue Netherlands Conference was held at 35 De Witten Kade, Amsterdam, 
Holland, Saturday and Sunday, December 2 and 3, 1893. All the traveling 
Elders were in attendance. Meetings were held at 6 p.m. on Saturday and 
at 10:20 a.m. and 2 and 6 p.m. on Sunday. They were well attended both 
by Saints and strangers, the hall with a seating capacity of four hundred 
being well filled. A good flow of the Holy Spirit was enjoyed. Excellent 
instructions were given, not only by the Utah Elders but by the local 
brethren. It was a feast of rejoicing and strong were the testimonies 


~ 
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borne to the truth of this latter-day work. Both Elders and Saints were 
edified and built up in their most holy faith. At a priesthood meeting 
the Elders reported their labors and expressed an earnest desire to con- 
tinue the good work and to labor diligently for the spread of the truth. 


CURIOSITIES OF THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 


One of the first objects of interest upon entering the Bank of England 
building is the bullion office, where all the gold and silver that enters or 
leaves the bank passes through to be checked. On the right is the gold, 
on the left the silver. The prominent feature of the room is the “Grand 
Balance,” or scales, constructed by the Messrs. Napier. This marvelous 
instrument is a ponderous and peculiarly built weighing machine, stand- 
ing nearly seven feet high and weighing about two tons. The whole is 
under a huge glass case, access being gained thereto by a sliding panel. 
The scale is worked by hydraulic power, and is the most sensitive weigh- 
ing machine in existence. On each side the scales are fitted with weights 
amounting to 400 oz. The gold is made up in 400-oz. bars, and the differ- 
ence of one thousandth part of an ounce can be detected. By a manipu- 
lation of the machine, so tiny a thing as a postage stamp can be weighed, 
for on the same being placed upon the scale the index will jump a distance 
of no less than six inches. It is the only balance of its kind in the world, 
and cost exactly £2,000. The silver scale is not so finely balanced, and 
the two are respectfully christened “The Lord Chief Justice” and “The 
Lord High Chamberlain.” 

In another room are several machines for weighing sovereigns and half- 
sovereigns. Each machine consists of a complicated system of counter 
weights, and is not unlike a sewing machine as to its lower half, the whole 
being completely enclosed in glass. A long feeder, like a tube cut in half 
down its length, and made of brass, is set at an angle of forty-five degrees, 
and is filled with a long roll of sovereigns. These turn as they slip down 
on to a circular moveable plate, slightly larger than a sovereign. If the 
coin is of the right weight, it slips down a metal tube into a till below. 
Should, however, it prove to be lighter than the standard this delicate 
machine turns to the left and condemns it to the guillotine. These 
machines weigh coins at the rate of twenty-six per minute, and a day’s 
weighing at the bank amounts to about £100,000. 

Another interesting feature is to be found in the vaults containing the 
defunct paper circulation of the bank. Some idea can be gained of the 
quantity of notes when we say that there are over 77,000,000 in number, 
and that they fill 1,400 boxes, which, if placed side by side, would reach 
two and a half miles. If the notes were placed in a pile they would reach 
a height of five and a half miles; or, if joined end to end, would form a 
ribbon 12,455 miles long. Their superficial extent is little less than Hyde 
Park; their original value was over £1,750,000,000, and their weight ex- 
ceeds ninety and a half tons. Among them isa note for £1,000,000, also 
the first bank note ever issued (one for £500), and another for £250 left at 
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the bank for 111 years, whose accumulated interest raised its value to 
£60,000. 

The printing of the existing paper currency is an interesting process. 
The notes are struck off two at a time on hand-made paper, which, upon 
being cut, gives three rough edges and one smooth one to each piece of 
paper—a distinguishing feature of a Bank of England note. The paper 
is manufactured at the bank’s own mill, and the production of it is en- 
trusted entirely to the members of one family. The ink used in printing 
the notes is made from the charred stem of the Khenish vine, which is 
believed to produce the richest black of any ink in the world. Each strip 
of paper has to be strictly accounted for, the whole process being at every 
moment under effective supervision. The bank can boast of possessing the 
wealthiest room in the world, in the shape of a kind of vault, surrounded 
from floor to ceiling by iron safes, containing rows upon rows of gold coin 
in bags of £2,000 each, and pile upon pile of bank notes. The amount of 
specie contained in this room alone is not less than £89,000,000 sterling. 
Not the least interesting feature in connection with the bank is the fact 
that the whole system, from beginning to end, is under constant police 
espionage, in addition to military protection, and the electric arrange- 
ments are so complete that communication with all parts of the building 
can be effected at a moment’s notice.—Harrison’s Magazine, U.S.A. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


The ice consumed in Britain comes almost exclusively from Norway. 

There is one policeman to every 775 persons in England and Wales. 

About fifteen people out of every thousand marry every year in this country. 
There are 15,170 free schools in England and Wales, with 3,429,577 children. 


The largest apes have only sixteen ounces of brain; the lowest types of men have 
thirty-nine. 

It is reported from Panama that war will prebably be declared shortly between Peru 
and Ecuador on the boundary question. 

Owing to the great amount of distress which exists in Chicago, a committee has been 
appointed to raise a charity fund of a million dollars to relieve the needy. There are at 
present 117,000 persons out of work in that city. 

A decree has been issued in Belgium forbidding any Belgian to capture or destroy frogs, 
to consign them by any conveyance, to expose them for sale, or to buy or sell them, either 
whole or in part. King Leopold is determined that his subjects shall cease to be frog- 
eaters. 

_ Slaves were openly bought and sold in England up to the year 1772. The Stamford 

Mercury of November 30, 1771, records that ‘‘at the late sale of a gentleman’s effects at 
Richmond, a negro boy was put up and sold for £32.” This is perhaps the last sale of the 
kind in this country. In 1772 a judgment of the Court of Queen’s Bench decided that 
slavery could not exist in England. 

A riot, arising out of the destruction by gendarmes of a firework battery which had 
been constructed in connection with a religious festival, has taken place in the Italian 
town Bitonto, during which one man was killed and a number of persons injured. A 
custom officer named Curci, who assisted in pulling down the battery, was seized by the 
mob, who poured petroleum over him and set him on fire. The town clerk and his wife 
were killed and their heads, placed on stakes, were carried around the streets by the rioters. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 1894. 


AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR. 


What the new year has in its lap for us is a mystery which we can not 
penetrate. Many would like to draw aside the curtain that hides the 
future and catch a glimpse of the scenes and events of the coming year. 
A description of such a vision would be read with eager interest, provided 
the publisher made the claim that through some occult science, known to 
him, he had obtained a knowledge of future events, as instanced in the 
large circulation of such annals as Zadkiel’s Alnianac and others which 
base their claimed predictions on astrological calculations. Should one 
make the claim that he had obtained knowledge of future events from the 
only One, to whom the future is as an open book, he would be spurned 
without even an examination of the evidences he might adduce, of the 
truth of his sayings. 

Man has been endowed with many wonderful faculties and capabilities ; 
he can perceive, act and will; he can remember and, above all, he can 
reason. He can generalize facts into laws; again, from the laws found he 
can deduce new truths, and even predict events which will take place 
years hence with an exactness that deals in as small a measure of time as 
seconds. Such predictions serve not only to satisfy curiosity, but are of the 
greatest utility both to commerce and navigation. The uniformity ob- 
served in the operations of the laws of nature gives him the power to fore- 
tell certain events with mathematical exactness; but when beings with 
volition to will and to act are concerned, too many elements enter into 
the problem for any one with finite mind to forecast the future fate of such. 

While man has been so richly endowed by his beneficent Maker, for a 
wise purpose foreknowledge has been withheld from him. One of the 
chief ends of man’s life in this probation is to learn and to exercise the 
great principle of faith; this, being the moving cause of all action in 
both temporal and spiritual concerns, becomes also the grand principle of 
all progression. Man desires to be a progressive being, therefore he needs 
become acquainted with, and exercise, faith. The conditions by which 
man finds himself surrounded are the ones best calculated to give him the 
opportunity of learning to know and practice this important principle of 
power and progression. 

That foreknowledge was withheld is a divine mercy to man. Did he 
know what should happen to him by pursuing a certain course he would, 
in many instances, shrink from doing his plain duty. If he knew the 
trials and sufferings through which he has to pass, it would fill his mind 
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with distress and cast a gloom over his life, even if he knew that such 


things would not take place for years to come. It is said that anticipation 
exceeds realization; if this be even partly true, man’s sufferings would be 
increased manifold by his having certain knowledge of their coming. The 
Savior had foreknowledge. When He took upon Him human nature He 
subjected Himself to its pains and sufferings, not only physical but also 
mental. On the evening of His terrible night of suffering He took His 
disciples and went out into the garden of Gethsemane. He knew what 
would take place during the night and on the morrow, and though an 
angel was sent to aid and comfort Him, the vehement distress of His soul 
was so great that “His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground.” If man had been given foreknowledge there would 
not be one but would suffer mental distress; for even those who seem to 
lead the happiest lives pass through experiences which they would gladly 
escape. The Lord says, “Man is that he may have joy”; if he had been 
_ gifted with foreknowledge this object of his existence would have been 
defeated. | 

The all-good Creator has bestowed upon man a gift much more adapted 
to make him happy than foreknowledge. This gift, instead of making 
him suffer beforehand and dispiriting him, fills his mind with happy 
anticipations. It paints the future in the most pleasing colors, it is a 
life-giving cordial, it animates his whole being, it stimulates him to action, 
and under its influence with bounding step he overleaps almost insur- 
mountable obstacles. This endowment is hope. Like all other good gifts 
this can also be indulged in to excess and, instead of a blessing, become 
a bane to man. A safe rule is to keep hope within the bounds of the 
possible and the probable and submit its truth or fallaciousness to the 
judgment of reason. If this rule be followed, hope will not be a Will-o- 
the-wisp leading "us to destruction, but an encouraging and safe guide on 
our life’s journey. 

While the events of the coming year may be hidden from us, the past 
years of our lives are completed volumes, which we can study at any time 
and with much profit. They should not be stowed away on the shelf to 
be covered with cobwebs. They contain many experiences which have 
cost us a high price—often, perhaps, more than they were worth—and we 
can not afford to neglect to use them. By studying the effects of our past 
actions, and knowing that the law of cause and effect will stand as long as 
the world endures, we learn that doing wrong causes sorrow and misery, 
and that doing right gives satisfaction and contentment. Classifying there- 
fore all actions under these two heads, let us shun those that we know 
are wrong, even those having the appearance of evil, and endeavor to do 
only those that are right. If such a course be pursued, we can predict 
that the new year will bring us much joy and needed strength to bear the 
trials appointed us. 

That our readers may find this a happy and prosperous year is our 
earnest wish. 


THE Church Review has the following to say of the protestant church 


. 
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views on the Bible: “Here, in protestant and Bible-loving England, the 
‘old Book’ is being treated as if it were unworthy of credence, and any 
attack which is made upon it by a German critic is accepted as gospel 
truth, while the Gospel itself is regarded with suspicion. But there is 
help at hand—the champion is the Pope of Rome. His Holiness has just 
delivered an allocution in which he instructs his spiritual children in the 
rules adopted by the Council of Trent, with a view to the re-vindication of 
the Bible, and its interpretation both in a literal and in a symbolic sense 
in harmony with the teachings of the ancient Fathers. * * * 
Who is now the more devoted upholder of the written Word of God—the 
pope, who is supposed by protestants to fear the Bible, or protestants, who 
have always claimed that Holy Book as their rule of faith? But then, 
slightly to vary an old saying, the Bible, the Bible only, and only a part of 
the Bible, is the religion of protestants.” There is a great deal of truth in 
the last sentence, but though the protestants will take only a portion of the 
Bible, and even construe that portion in a spiritual sense, they do not _ 
possess that power over the minds of the people which is exercised by the 
Catholic clergy and by which they forbid their flocks to even listen to the 
principles of the Gespel as taught by the Savior and His disciples. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice.—The Birmingham Conference will 
be held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Sunday, Jan- 
uary 31, 1894. Meetings will be held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


ELDER JOHN BELLISTON who is laboring in Derby, in the Nottingham 
Conference, writes as follows, under date of December 14, 1893: “The 
Derby branch is in good condition. We have now twenty-nine members 
six of whom have recently been added to the church. One old gentle- 
man, now in his eighty-fifth year, was found by Elder H. J. Smith. 
He accepted of the Gospel in 1840 or 1841, but for some cause lost all 
knowledge of the whereabouts of any of the Elders or Saints. He did 
not lose his testimony, however, refused to ally himself with any other 
religious denomination, and at the first opportunity renewed his covenants. 
He well remembers the time of the martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, and the feeling which pervaded the hearts of the Saints at that 
time. He loves to talk of the history of the Latter-day Saints and to hear 
of their progress. 1 am now laboring with Elder Jefferies in searching out 
the honest in heart. We are tracting from door to door, and many of the 
people accept our tracts and listen to our testimonies, and now and then 
we are able to hold a cottage meeting.” 

President G. H. Hall of the London Conference, writes from London, 
under date of December 19, 1893: “Elder Dinwoodey and myself have 
just returned from a trip through Essex and Cambridge, this completing 
my circuit through the London Conference. We visited the Saints, held 
meetings with them and did all we could to strengthen and encourage 
them. On our return we called on Elders Wayment and Howick. While 
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there we secured the Primitive Methodist Chapel for Sunday evening ser- 
vices. Elder Wayment called on me to address the congregation which 
listened with much interest to my remarks. We were heartily thanked and 
invited to inform them whenever we were coming there again as they 
would be pleased to hear us. We enjoyed a rich portion of the Spirit of God 
and the Saints were delighted. All the Elders are feeling well and are 
greatly enjoying their labors. Our meetings here are well attended, bap- 
tisms are frequently reported, and the conference is prospering.” 


-— 


GREAT UTAH ENTERPRISES. 


For years the people of Utah Territory have desired to utilize the im- 
mense water powers of the turbulent canyon rivers. Various enterprises 
have been talked of but no definite action has been taken until now to 
control and direct the power there lying dormant, or more properly speak- 
ing, wasting its strength from year to year in its unceasing, unhindered 
flow to the Great Salt Lake. Now, however, steps have been taken look- 
ing to the establishment of power works at two of the most promising 
points in the Territory. 

Articles of incorporation of the Big Cottonwood Water Power Company 
have been filed. The capital of the company is placed at $1,000,000 
divided into shares of $10 each. Power works will be established at the 
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon where the water will be used for 
the generation of electricity. This new power will be transmitted by 
wires to manufacturing plants, street railways, mills and other industrial 
institutions where cheap power is needed. The incorporators and officers 
are John W. Donellan, president; William H. Rowe, vice-president; Geo. 
M. Cannon, secretary ; George M. Downey, treasurer; Thomas Marshall, 
R. M. Jones and Joseph W. Summerhays. 

The Pioneer Electric Company has been organized at Ogden with a 
capital of $1,000,000. The officers and board of directors are Geo. 
@. Cannon, president; F. J. Kiesel, vice-president; C. K. Bannister, 
secretary and treasurer; Frank J. Cannon, general manager, Wilford 
Woodruff, Joseph F. Smith, John R. Winder and A. B. Patton. The 
object of the new company is simply to utilize the water power of Ogden 
River and to establish a plant there that will furnish the motive power 
necessary for all kinds of manufacturing and industrial enterprises, and 
to offer encouragement and the necessary inducements for their location 
there, to capture and harness a river, and direct its mighty energy to 
turning the wheels of progress and prosperity for that community. 


THE MISSION IN TURKEY. 


Euper Don. C. W. Musser, president of the Turkish Mission, has given an 
interesting account of that mission in the Deseret News, which we re- 
produce in the MILLENNIAL STAR :— 

The work of the Lord in this dispensation has as yet not had its com- 
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mencement in Asia Minor, notwithstanding a number of the Elders have 
diligently labored in this part of the vineyard, to establish branches and 
gather out precious souls to help roll on the great and glorious latter-day 
work. WhenI say the work has not yet commenced, [ mean, of course, 
comparatively speaking, for a number of souls have been found that were 
willing to humble themselves before the Lord, and receive baptism for the 
remission of their sins, and at Aleppo and Aintab promising branches of 
the Church have heen established, the members of which, while poor in 
this world’s goods, are rich in spiritual blessings and gifts. And though at 
Aintab the Saints are persecuted by their protestant neighbors, still they 
rejoice exceedingly in the testimonies they have received through faith 
and good works, and are ever ready to defend the principles they have 
espoused. 

Elder F. A. Huish, of Payson, Utah, is at present at Aintab, studying 
the Turkish language and encouraging the Saints to lives of usefulness 
and honor before God. He reports a splendid feeling existing among 
them, and, considering everything, I think the outlook at Aintab is bright 
and full of promise. 

The same may be said of Aleppo, where Elder Vezerian, a native brother, 
is stationed and is diligently laboring for the upbuilding of God’s kingdom 
on earth. A number of souls have been added to this branch recently, 
and the Spirit of God prevails among the Saints. Two or three of the 
brethren are professional men, as is also Brother Vezerian, and their learn- 
ing and influence and knowledge of the language are a great help to the 
spreading of the glad tidings. Elder Albert Herman, from Bear Lake 
County, has spent considerable time in this part of the vineyard. He is 
now at Damascus trying to make an opening there, I fear with rather 
indifferent success, though when I was there a few weeks ago two of the 
natives asked to be baptized. They were Arabs, and Arabs are, as a rule, 
very hard to impress with the importance of the rites and ceremonies of 
the Gospel. Their former education causes them to think that water bap- 
tism is too simple an ordinance to require any previous reflection or prep- 
aration. They exhibit great interest in the Gospel when they first hear it, 
and accordingly ask to be baptized; but when it comes to repenting of 
sins and humbly bowing before the will of our Heavenly Father, and 
forsaking paths of evil, they are not steadfast enough and in a very short 
time they cool off, and then, of course, baptism is out of the question. 
With the Armenians it is different, for they investigate and strive for the 
Holy Spirit by fasting and prayer, and this fact accounts for the progress 
of the Lord’s work in the north, Aleppo and Aintab, where a great part of 
the inhabitants are Armenians, while here in Palestine and Syria, where 
the great majority of the people are Arabs, the success of the Elders has 
not been so encouraging. Another drawback in the Syrian part of the 
mission is the language, which, extremely difficult of itself, is made still 
more so by the many other languages a missionary is continually coming 
in contact with. The length of time spent in this mission is scarcely 
enough in which to master the language under existing circumstances, 
and when an Elder is released he is succeeded by some one totally in- 
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experienced regarding the tongue and customs of this ancient and peculiar 
people. 

I understand a class has been started in Utah in which future mission- 
aries may gain at least a foundation of modern Arabic, I would recommend 
that those who study Arabic, with the view of filling a mission in this 
country, acquire also a knowledge of German, for this language is indis- 
pensable to missionaries in Palestine. Our Elders have found a number 
of choice souls in the German colonies throughout this land, and no doubt 
there are a few more waiting for the rays of the Gospel light to burst in 
on them. | 

Though wy views concerning the Eastern people have undergone some 
change since arriving here a year ago, I still believe there is a great work 
to be done in this land. Numbers of the House of Israel will be fished 
out of the dark places and be made to rejoice in the Gospel. The Elders 
will have to be patient and full of faith and Christian love, for they will 
certainly meet with much opposition from those who profess to be followers 
of the meek and lowly Jesus, as well as from the followers of Mohammed. 
The Scribes and Pharisees and the Herodians, though flying different 
colors, are just as much a part of Palestine to-day as when the Captain of 
our Salvation was made to suffer the death of a malefactor on Calvary; 
and though the spirit of the age prevents them from doing the same with 
God’s servants in this day, they lift their hands as high in horror, and pull 
just as long faces at the mention of prophets, apostles, and blessings 
following the believer, as did the self-righteous bigots who cried, “ His 
blood be on us and our children,” eighteen hundred years ago. Our Lord 
“taught as one having authority,” and laid the axe at the root of all the 
false religious systems of His day; and His duly authorized and com- 
missioned servants of all ages huve done the same thing. No wonder 
they were, and are, rejected and opposed by the great majority of the 
world. The stone that was hewn out of the mountain “without hands” 
continues to roll and gather moss, and the “kingdoms of this world are 
gradually becoming the Kingdom of our God and His Christ,” and I see 
nothing but a bright future for the Turkish mission. 

Since writing the above I have received a letter from Brother Herman, 
from which I learn of the destruction, by fire, of the “Great Mosque” in 
Damascus. This magnificent building was at one time a heathen temple 
of either Greek or Roman architecture, as its massive stones and beautiful 
arches indicate. After Constantine’s conversion this heathenish temple 
was changed into a Christian cathedral, and was dedicated to John the 
Baptist. Three centuries later, when the city fell into the hands of the 
Moslems, the church was divided, by treaty, equally between the followers 
of Mohammed and the followers of Christ; and for the next century these 
two churches worshipped side by side. “On the accession of Walid, the 
sixth khalif of the Ommiades,” says Ferguson, “the whole church was 
demanded by the Moslems. The Christians refused and showed that, by 
the terms of their original treaty, their rights were solemnly guaranteed 
to them. But Moslem policy, then as crooked as it is still, found an easy 
mode of evading inconvenient treaties; and the poor Curistians were 
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compelled to submit. The khalif immediately entered the church with 
guards and ordered them to remove, or destroy, every vestige of Christian 
worship. Standing on the great altar Walid himself directed the work of 
spoliation. Seeing his position, one of his followers, more superstitious or 
more timid than the rest, thus addressed him: ‘Prince of the faithful, I 
tremble for your safety. The power of that image, against which you 
stand, may be exerted against you.’ ‘Fear not for me,’ replied the proud 
Moslem, ‘for the first spot on which I shall lay my battle-axe will be that 
image’s head.’ Thus saying, he lifted his weapon and dashed the idol to 
pieces. The Christians raised a cry of horror, but their voices were 
drowned in the triumphant shout, Ullahu-Ak-bar. Having thus obtained 
possession, Walid spared neither time nor expense in decorating the build- 
ing. He made it the most magnificent mosque in his wide dominions. 
And even now, neglected and shattered as it is, it has few equals in the 
Mohammedan empire.” 

The mosque was surrounded by business houses, bazaars, etc., and I 
understand one or two streets of bazaars were entirely burnt out. Brother 
Herman says when the fire started the greatest confusion reigned. Great 
crowds of excited people gathered around, stwres and shops were gutted 
and their contents carried off by thieving Arabs. He was occuping a room 
in an old kahn very nearly adjoining the mosque, and he says that he just 
felt that if he attempted to move, everything he had would be stolen, and 
in such a jam his own life would be very uncertain; so he entered his room, 
locked the door and shutters, kneeled down, and in prayer placed himself 
in the Lord’s hands. The kahn was saved. The wind blowing from the 
east kept the hungry flames from licking up this tinder box ofa place, 
much to the surprise of the hundreds and thousands of people on that 
street. When I recall how closely the mosque and kahn were connected 
and surrounded by very dry and inflammable structures, I marvel that the 
latter was spared, while the former, a large stone structure, with a great 
many other buildings, was totally destroyed. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The joint city and county building of Salt Lake City, now under construction, will not 
be completed in time for the coming legislature to convene there. 

More than 1000 loads of firewood have been hauled out of the right hand fork of Logan 
Canyon since the completion of the new road, or within two months. 

Efforts are being made to conduct the school election in Salt Lake City on non-partisan 
lines, and calls to that effect have been issued from several precincts of the city. 

Messenger Hallet Sayers, of the Rio Grande Western Express, was found dead in the 
baggage car of the train which arrived at Ogden on the morning of November 21. He 
had evidently shot himself accidentally. All his accounts were in excellent shape. 

Dr. Benedict, of Salt Lake City, had the misfortune to break his left arm above the 
wrist, while engaged in that patience-destroying job of putting up and joining a stove 
pipe. He stood on a rickety table, which toppled over, throwing him to the floor with 
great severity. 
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The bill for the admission of Utah as a State of the Union has passed the House of 
Representatives, together with an amendment prohibiting the practice of polygamy, 


The residence of Robert Sterritt, Ogden, burned November 20. The loss is fully 
covered by insurance. Suspicion rests on a tramp who, after being refused supper by 
Mrs. Sterritt that evening, left threatening to burn the house. 


On November 18, Jno. Eskelsen, of Richmond, and his fourteen-year-old son were 
getting wood out of the canyon above that place. While bringing a log down the drag 
road, it caught on a stump, and the boy took his axe to chop or drive it loose. The first 
blow the axe ylansed and cut the boy’s foot very severely. ‘I'he great toe was amputated. 


Tooele, the great sheep wintering county, is covered with bundreds of flocks of sheep, 
whose owners are patiently waiting for a good fall of snow that they might more safely 
venture out on tothe big desert, there to spend the winter months. The feed on the 
desert beyond water is said to be fairly guod, and when snow comes the sheep-men will be 
happy. 

A number of young men of Salt Lake went out rabbit hunting on Thanksgiving day, 
and brought in 635 of these animals, which were distributed among the poor. Later a 
party of a hundred persons organized to go out to Cedar Fort, and they expected to bring 
in 2,000, all of which would be turned over to the Relief Sucieties for distribution among 
the poor. 

Heber Jones, a fireman on the Rio Grande Western had his right foot mashed so badly 
as to necessitate amputation, November 30. It appears that he was assisting in getting 
an engine ready to go out on the road, when he slipped and fell on to the rails. He at- 
tempted to get out of the way, but the ponderous wheels of the locomotive caught and 
crushed his fuot to fragments. 


Sister Julia A. Ivins Macdonald, of St. George, Utab, has undertaken to collect all 
available information concerning every known miracle that has ever been performed in 
this Church, with the expectation of publishing it in book form. There are doubtless 
many persons in the Church who know of remarkable cases of divine healing or other 
miracles which have never been published. Sister Macdonald would be pleased to have 
such persons submit to her all the facts in these cases in their possesion. 


About a year ago Ed. Burton, while operating the elevator in the Utah Luan and Trust 
building, met with a very painful accident in getting his right leg caught in the shaft of 
the elevator and thereby stripping that member of the flesh from the knee to the ankle. 
A portion of the wound did not heal over. A number of frogs were stripped of their 
skins and these were carefully engrafted into the boy’s leg with the result that the wound 
is almost entirely covered with a new skin, and the boy will soon be able to get out and 
use the injured limb. 


The funeral services over the remains of Father Mather, of Smithfield, aged over 
eighty years, were held in the tabernacle at that place November 19. The old gentleman 
was widely known and respected. On Friday, November 17, he was about all day, feeling 
as well as usual. In the evening he fell asleep in his chair, as he frequently had done 
before; but on this occasion, when they came to awaken him, they found that his spirit had 
quietly departed. Many relatives and friends followed him to bis last resting place. 
His son, Thomas Mather, is now filling a mission in the Liverpool Conference, England. 


The woollen mills at Washington, Washington County, are doing much good. Within 
the past six weeks about $10,000 worth of goods has been sold. It has required a great 
deal of labor to produce these goods, and the present demand so far exceeds the supply 
that if the factory were kept running continuously day and night, it could not fill the 
orders it has on file to date and keep up its local trade. ‘The mills have material enough 
on hand for a year’s run, and more hands are needed. The benefits from the Washington 
mills are being widely felt. he good people of the south duly appreciate them. They 
foster the institution, encourage and support it. They use its products almost to the ex- 
clusion of all other products of the same kind. 


